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Chapter (ii.) freedom of conscience and the free profession and
xy' practice of religion; (iii.) freedom of expression of
opinion; (iv.) freedom to assemble peaceably and with-
out arms; (v.) freedom to form associations for pur-
poses not opposed to public morality, and (vi.) the
right to free elementary education; while (vii.) it
renders all the lands, mines, minerals, natural resources,
including air and water power, franchises and royalties
belonging to the State its inalienable property, subject
only to non-renewable leases for not more than ninety-
nine years. But these rights are inevitably subject to
the legislation of the State, and the constitution may
be altered by simple Act, so that in fact the liberty of
the person, the inviolability of domicile, the freedom
to assemble and express opinions and form associa-
tions, have been most drastically limited, notably by
the Public Safety Act, 1927l (which ceased to operate in
1928), and by an Act to amend the Constitution which,
passed in 1931 to counter the danger arising from the
Irish Republican Army, was suspended in operation by
Mr. De Valera's government. Apart, however, from
legislation the terms used in the constitution are
significant. The right of personal liberty is inviolable
and no person shall be deprived of it except in accord-
ance with law. The High Court or any judge must
examine on habeas corpus any violation of liberty.
But "nothing in this Article contained shall be in-
voked to prohibit, control, or interfere with any act
of the military forces of the Irish Free State during the
existence of a state of war or armed rebellion". Again
"the jurisdiction of military tribunals shall not be
1 A.-G. Y. McBride, [1928] I.E. 451. For the very wide discretion
allowed, gee Jtf y, Hare Park Gamp (Mil. Gov.), [1924] 2 I.R. 104.